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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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Status 

1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 09 April 2007 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)£3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) £3 Claim(s) 4, 8-14,16,1 7. 29. 31-40 and 43 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E3 Claim(s) 4. 8-14.16,1 7. 29. 3 1 -40 and 43 is/are rejected. 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . After further consideration the finality of the last action is withdrawn because of 
new ground of rejections. 

Terminal Disclaimer 

2. The terminal disclaimer filed on 4-9-07 disclaiming the terminal portion of any 
patent granted on this application which would extend beyond the expiration date of 
6,852,450 has been reviewed and is accepted. The terminal disclaimer has been 
recorded. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. Claims 4, 8-9, 29; 1 1 ; 12-13; 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first 
paragraph, as failing to comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) 
contains subject matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to 
reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the 
application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. Claim 4 is rejected 
because there is no support for a positive electrode including an active material 
including lithium and a negative electrode having an active material including sulfur. 
The positive electrode comprises sulfur and the negative electrode comprises lithium. 
Claim 12 is rejected because there is no support for a negative electrode including 
sulfur. 
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In claim 36, there is no support in the specification for the phrase "the second 
solvent is between 70% and 80% inclusively by volume of the electrolyte". There is no 
support for claiming 70% by volume as a range point. There is support for 20-80% by 
volume or 60-80% by volume. 

4. Claims 4, 8-9, 29; 10, 31-35; 11; 12-13, 14, 16-17, 36-40, 43 are rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out 
and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 4, 10, 43 are rejected because it is unclear what is meant by "a dielectric 
constant that is greater than or equal to 20". 

Claims 11,12 and 14 are rejected because it is unclear what is meant by "a 
polarity high enough to dissolve an ionic compound". 

Claims 4, 10, 43 and 1 1 , 12, 14 are rejected because it is not clear what the 
difference is between "a dielectric constant that is greater than or equal to 20" cited in 
claims 4, 10 and 43 versus "a polarity high enough to dissolve an ionic compound" cited 
in claims 11, 12, 14 because claim 29 which is dependent on claim 4, claim 31 which is 
dependent on claim 10 and claim 43 versus claim 14 each claim that the solvent is 
methanol, hexamethyl phosphoramide, ethanol and isopropanol. 

Claim 40 is rejected because it is unclear how claim 40 which is dependent on 
claim 14 further limits the claim because claim 14 already claims the first solvents. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Laura S. Weiner whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1294. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (6:30-4:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Ryan can be reached on 571-272-1292. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 57>272-1 000. 
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Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1745 
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